UNDERGRADUATE COUNCIL
Request for Change(s)

Originating unit requesting change: Biology

Type of Change requested:

|:| Course number(s) |:| Course prerequisite(s)
|:| Course title |:| Drop course(s) |:| Program description*
|:| Course description |:| Drop program(s) |i| Program requirements*

Semester and year change(s) take effect: Fall 2024

Appropriate computer abbreviation
if course title is more than 30 spaces:

In space provided, briefly summarize change requested:

The following restriction will be added to the B.A. degree. We will require that our
foundational biology courses (BIOL 10503,10513, 10523, 30403, & 30603) must be
completed at TCU once a student has matriculated. Put another way, we will no longer
allow students who have matriculated to TCU to complete these courses elsewhere.

Programs Only* )
Program Name: BA Biology

Current Code: Bl()ﬂ

(ex: INDE-BFA)

Proposed New Code (list 2): or

Can have second major: Yes No

Current 6-digit CIP Code:
Does the change require a new or change in CIP code? Yes No

If yes, what is the proposed 6-digit CIP code?*

*for reference, please visit: https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/cipcode/resources.aspx?y=56

Program to be promoted to prospective
undergraduate students by TCU Admissions? Yes No



Catalog Copy: if additional space or formatting is needed, include as an attachment

. Proposed change(s): Include exact catalog copy
Present catalog copy (paste-up from catalog is as desired. Strike-through deletions and
acceptable): underline changes in Adobe Acrobat by using
Ctrl+E (PC) or Cmd+E (Mac).

See attached See attached

1. What is the justification for the change(s) requested?

We are requiring Biology majors who have already matriculated to TCU to complete any
of their remaining five foundational biology courses at TCU to better ensure that they are
adequately prepared for success in our upper-level coursework. Over the last several
years, we have had students attempt these courses at TCU, drop them, complete them
outside of TCU, and then attempt our upper-level courses with reduced rates of success
relative to students who complete their foundational courses at TCU. Students who have
completed any of the equivalent core courses outside of TCU prior to matriculation (i.e.,

2. If applicable, explain how the change(s) will affect the current program outcomes and
assessment mechanisms.

N/A

3.  Faculty Resources: How will the unit provide faculty support for this change and any
other impact this change may have on other current departmental listings.
No additional resources required.



4.  Educational Resources: Will this change require additional resources not currently
available (e.g. space, equipment, library, other)? |:| YES
If yes, list additional resources needed. |E| NO

No additional resources required.

5. If'this change affects other units of the University, include a statement signed by the
chairperson(s) of the affected unit(s).

6.  If cross-listed, provide evidence of approval by all curriculum committees appropriate to
both the originating and cross-listed units.

1 Digitally signed by Marlo Jeffries
M arl O \] effrles Date: 2024.03.11 16:35:11 -05'00"

Approval signature of chairperson of originating unit

Revised 08/15/2022



Changes to the Biology BA Program Requirements

Current Catalog Proposed change

The program of study requires a minimum of 26-27 hours, on a 120- The program of study requires a minimum of 26-27 hours, on a 120-

hour degree, consisting of: hour degree, consisting of:

Minimum of 26-27 hours of biology Minimum of 26-27 hours of biology

BIOL 10503  The Unity of Life: Molecules to Cells 3 BIOL 10503  The Unity of Life: Molecules to Cells 3

BIOL 10513  The Diversity of Life: Organisms to Ecosystems 3 BIOL 10513  The Diversity of Life: Organisms to Ecosystems 3

BIOL 10523 Introduction to Biological Investigation 3 BIOL 10523 Introduction to Biological Investigation 3

OR OR

BIOL 10501 Introductory Biology Lab | 1 BIOL 10501  Introductory Biology Lab | 1

AND AND

BIOL 10511  Introductory Biology Lab Il 1 BIOL 10511  Introductory Biology Lab Il 1

BIOL 30403  Ecology and the Environment 3 BIOL 30403  Ecology and the Environment 3

BIOL 30603  Cellular, Molecular, and Developmental Biology 3 BIOL 30603Cellular, Molecular, and Developmental Biology 3

BIOL41000 Senior Assessment 0 BIOL 41000Senior Assessment 0
BIOL 10503,10513, 10523, 30403, and 30603 cannot be taken elsewhere
and transferred to TCU after matriculation.
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