GRADUATE COUNCIL: PROPOSAL FOR CHANGE IN EXISTING COURSE/PROGRAM

Originating Unit Communication Studies

Type of action: change in course |[]| change in program
Type of change requested:
Number Course Title
Description Prerequisite(s) Program
Drop Course Requirements
Drop Program* (1| Other, please specify GRE Optional

*4 SACSCOC Drop Program Justification form will need to be completed

Semester and year course/program will take effect: Spring 2024

Course instructional methodology: Seminar

course component types: ugradcouncil.tcu.edu/forms/Course Component Types.pdf

Current name:

Proposed name:

Appropriate computer abbreviation (30 spaces or less):

Programs Only
Current program code:
COMM-MS
(ex:EDCE-PHD)
Proposed code (list 2) or
Current CIP code: 09.0101
Does the change require a new or change in CIP code: Yes [[]| No

If yes, what is the proposed new CIP code:

*for reference please visit: nces.ed.gov/ipeds/cipcode/resources.aspx?y=56

Is the program already considered TCU STEM: Yes [[]| No

Does the change include a request to be a TCU STEM program: Yes |[] [ No




Description of change (omit if dropping a course or program):

GRE optional rather than required for applications to the M.S. program in Communication Studies.

Present Catalog Copy

Application Procedure
The application is considered complete when the following are received:
1. Completed online application form;

2. Two certified transcripts mailed directly from the applicant's university. This includes all
undergraduate and graduate work from all colleges or universities attended;

3. A $60 application fee;

4. A statement of experience and professional goals, which allows the departmental graduate
coordinator to adequately determine the suitability of the applicant with the graduate program;

5. Three letters of recommendation; and

6. GRE general test scores.



Proposed Catalog Copy:

Application Procedure

The application is considered complete when the following are received:
1. Completed online application form;

2. Two certified transcripts mailed directly from the applicant's university. This includes all
undergraduate and graduate work from all colleges or universities attended,;

3. A $60 application fee;

4. A statement of experience and professional goals, which allows the departmental graduate
coordinator to adequately determine the suitability of the applicant with the graduate program;

5. and three letters of recommendation;

Note: GRE general test scores are optional.



Supporting evidence or justification:

Presently, the M.S. program in Communication Studies requires applicants to submit GRE general
test scores. Given an increasing number of TCU graduate programs and other doctoral programs in
the field that no longer require GRE scores, the graduate faculty believe that changing to GRE
optional would help increase the number and diversity of applicants to the program. It would also
keep the program competitive with other graduate programs in the area that no longer require the
GRE.

Explain how the change(s) will affect the current outcomes and assessment mechanisms?

This change (i.e., moving to GRE optional) will not affect current outcomes or assessment
mechanisms.

Additional resources required
Faculty: N/A

Space: N/A
Equipment: N/A
Library: N/A
Financial Aid: N/A

Other:



Change in teaching load: N/A

Does this change affect any other units of the University? Yes No|[]
If yes, submit supporting statement signed by chair of affected unit.

If cross-listed, provide evidence of approval by all curriculum committees appropriate to both the originating and

the cross-listed units.
Chair of Originating Unit:

Name: Andrew M. Ledbetter
Unit: Communication Studies

Digitally signed by Andrew Ledbetter

simawre: ANArew Ledbetter Date: 2023.07.18 14:51:59 -05'00"
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