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Appendix 
 
I Current Catalog copy 

Program Requirements 

Biology  

Biology is available as a major or minor on both the BA and BS degrees. 

The BA is provided for the student who has a strong interest in the biological sciences but who 
desires a broader-based area of study or who is interested in pursuing multiple majors. The 
degree is appropriate for students interested in graduate or health-related professional schools but 
may require additional coursework to fulfill certain prerequisites. The BS degree offers an 
expanded study of the biological sciences and includes associated requirements that provide a 
broader knowledge of the physical sciences. Required courses within the BS degree will meet 
many prerequisites of graduate and health-related professional schools. 

Prerequisites 

BIOL 10501, BIOL 10503, BIOL 10511 and BIOL 10513 or the equivalent are prerequisites to 
all other courses in the department except BIOL 10003, BIOL 20204, BIOL 20214, BIOL 20234, 
BIOL 30233, BIOL 30613 and BIOL 30803. Credit is not given for both BIOL 20234 and BIOL 
30304. 

Honors College … 
 
Program requirements 

…Biology, BS  

Requirements  

The program of study requires a minimum of 36 hours, on a 120-hour degree, consisting of: 

Minimum of 36 hours of biology  
BIOL 10503 The Unity of Life: Molecules to Cells 3 
BIOL 10513 The Diversity of Life: Organisms to Ecosystems 3 
BIOL 10523 Introduction to Biological Investigation 3 
BIOL 30403 Ecology and the Environment 3 
… 
 

…Biology, BA  



Requirements  
The program of study requires a minimum of 26-27 hours, on a 120-hour degree, consisting of: 
A minimum of 26-27 semester hours of biology:  
BIOL 10503 The Unity of Life: Molecules to Cells 3 
BIOL 10513 The Diversity of Life: Organisms to Ecosystems 3 
BIOL 10523 Introduction to Biological Investigation 3 
BIOL 30403 Ecology and the Environment 3 
… 
 
II. Proposed Catalog copy 

Program Requirements 

Biology  

Biology is available as a major or minor on both the BA and BS degrees. 

The BA is provided for the student who has a strong interest in the biological sciences but who 
desires a broader-based area of study or who is interested in pursuing multiple majors. The 
degree is appropriate for students interested in graduate or health-related professional schools but 
may require additional coursework to fulfill certain prerequisites. The BS degree offers an 
expanded study of the biological sciences and includes associated requirements that provide a 
broader knowledge of the physical sciences. Required courses within the BS degree will meet 
many prerequisites of graduate and health-related professional schools. 

-Prerequisite section removed- 

Honors College… 

 
Program requirements 

…Biology, BS  

Requirements  

The program of study requires a minimum of 35-36 hours, on a 120-hour degree, consisting of: 

Minimum of 35-36 hours of biology  
BIOL 10503 The Unity of Life: Molecules to Cells 3 
BIOL 10513 The Diversity of Life: Organisms to Ecosystems 3 
BIOL 10523 Introduction to Biological Investigation 3 
Or BIOL 10501  and BIOL 10511 (Introductory Biology Lab I & II) 2 
BIOL 30403 Ecology and the Environment 3 



… 
 

…Biology, BA  

Requirements  
The program of study requires a minimum of 26-27 hours, on a 120-hour degree, consisting of: 
A minimum of 26-27 semester hours of biology:  
BIOL 10503 The Unity of Life: Molecules to Cells 3 
BIOL 10513 The Diversity of Life: Organisms to Ecosystems 3 
BIOL 10523 Introduction to Biological Investigation 3 
Or BIOL 10501  and BIOL 10511 (Introductory Biology Lab I & II) 2 
BIOL 30403 Ecology and the Environment 3 
… 
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	Text13: Biology
	Change: Course prerequisites for BIOL 
	Semeser: Fall 2023
	abbreviation: 

	summarize: Remove prerequisites section of program description.  Create Introductory laboratory options of either BIOL 10523 or BIOL 10501/10511 for both BS and BA  degrees.
	Present catalog: see attached appendix
	Proposed changes: see attached appendix
	justifications: The general prerequisite section is no longer accurate and is being removed to align with program descriptions in other departments. An option of either taking BIOL 10523 or combination of both BIOL 10501 and 10511 as introductory laboratory requirements of both the BS and BA degrees.  BIOL 10523 is the primary route for fulfilling this requirement; however, the BIOL 10501/10511 option will accommodate TCU students that matriculated prior to the BIO 10523 offering as well as transfer students.  The variable hours (35-36 for BS, 26-27 for BA) reflects the difference in these two options.
	explain: No effect.
	resources: 
	facutly resources: No impact on resources.


