GRADUATE COUNCIL: PROPOSAL FOR CHANGE IN EXISTING COURSE/PROGRAM

Originating Unit Harris College of Nursing and Health Sciences (PhD program)

Type of action: change in course ([

Type of change requested:
Number

Description H

Drop Course

Drop Program*

change in program

Course Title
Prerequisite(s) Program
Requirements

Other, please specify

*4 SACSCOC Drop Program Justification form will need to be completed

Semester and year course/program will take effect: Fall 2023

Course instructional methodology:

course component types: ugradcouncil.tcu.edu/forms/Course Component Types.pdf

Current name:

Proposed name:

Appropriate computer abbreviation (30 spaces or less):

Programs Only
Current program code:
(ex:EDCE-PHD)

Proposed code (list 2) or
Current CIP code:
Does the change require a new or change in CIP code: Yes [[]| No

If yes, what is the proposed new CIP code:

*for reference please visit: nces.ed.gov/ipeds/cipcode/resources.aspx?y=56

Is the program already considered TCU STEM:

Yes [[]| No

Does the change include a request to be a TCU STEM program: Yes |[] [ No




Description of change (omit if dropping a course or program):

The PhD Oversight Committee for Harris College has agreed that the admissions requirements need
to be re-worded to promote clarity to applicants. As they were originally written, it sounds like all
points listed are requirements, when that is not always true for certain areas of study (e.g., what is
true for a student affiliated with Nursing may not be true for a student affiliated with Kinesiology - even
though, for example, "if applicable to the discipline” is included, this is unclear to a lot of students).

Present Catalog Copy
ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS:

All applicants must meet the general requirements for admission to the Graduate School. In addition
to these general requirements, Harris College of Nursing and Health Sciences requires the following
for admission to the Ph.D. program:

A minimum 3.5 grade point average (GPA) on all prior graduate level course work is strongly
preferred.

A completed course in statistics (adequacy will be evaluated by the committee).

A completed graduate level research course.

A completed master’s degree or higher in a related field from a program accredited by a nationally
recognized accrediting body.

A completed thesis or comparable project from the master’s or higher prepared degree.

Three letters of recommendation. Two of the three must be academic references with at least one
of those from a previous graduate program faculty member or administrator.

A letter discussing research interest area(s) and professional goals.

A current license to practice in related field of study in the U.S. if applicable to the discipline.

A curriculum vita or résumé.

Applicants who do not meet the 3.5 GPA, but who have a GPA of 3.0 on prior graduate level course
work may be considered for provisional admission on an individual basis. Factors that will be
considered in the admission decision are GRE, GPA on graduate level course work, research
interest, scholarly activities, professional leadership, and work history.

Use the following application deadlines. This is the deadline for all materials to be submitted including
the application, all transcripts, reference letters, CV, and letter discussing research interest area and
professional goals.



Proposed Catalog Copy:

All applicants must meet general requirements for admission to the Graduate School. In addition to
these general requirements, Harris College of Nursing and Health Sciences requires the following for
admission to the PhD program:

1. Three letters of recommendation: At least one of the three should be an academic reference.
2. A letter discussing research interest area(s) and professional goals.
3. A curriculum vita or resume.

Harris College of Nursing and Health Sciences recommends the following for admission to the Ph.D.
program:

1. A minimum 3.5 grade point average (GPA) on all prior graduate level course work

2. A completed course in statistics

3. A completed graduate level research course

4. A completed thesis or comparable project from the master’s or higher prepared degree

Individual units within Harris College may require the following, dependent on field-specific
requirements:

1. A completed master’s degree or higher in a related field from a program accredited by a nationally
recognized accrediting body.
2. A current license to practice in a related field of study in the U.S. if applicable to the discipline

Factors that will be considered in the admission decision include GPA on graduate level course work,
research interest, scholarly activities, professional leadership, and work history. The GRE is not
required, but students may choose to submit current scores.

In order to be considered for admission, please use the following application deadline. This is the
deadline for all materials to be submitted including the application, all transcripts, reference letters,
CV, and letter discussing research interest area and professional goals.



Supporting evidence or justification:

Questions from potential applicants and informal survey of potential applicants has yielded
substantial confusion about the actual requirements for entry into the PhD in Health Sciences. The
current wording in the catalog does not sufficiently capture the variability of the units that admit
students in the PhD in Health Sciences program (Nursing, Nurse Anesthesia, Kinesiology,
Communication Sciences and Disorders, and Social Work).

These wording changes do not change current requirements, rather, they clarify which items are
universal requirements and which ones are more field-dependent.

We have chosen to clarify that the GRE is optional in light of the body of evidence indicating that the
GRE is substantially biased. Our admissions requirements have, to date, been sufficient for
recruiting high-quality students who are sufficiently prepared for study and we have not needed
GRE scores to determine that.

Explain how the change(s) will affect the current outcomes and assessment mechanisms?

Changes will not affect outcomes or assessment mechanisms within the program; they will affect
understanding of potential applicants (and hopefully the clarity will help increase potential
applicants).

Additional resources required

Faculty: None
Space: None
Equipment: None
Library: None
Financial Aid: None

Other: None



Change in teaching load: None

Does this change affect any other units of the University? Yes No|[]
If yes, submit supporting statement signed by chair of affected unit.

If cross-listed, provide evidence of approval by all curriculum committees appropriate to both the originating and

the cross-listed units.
Chair of Originating Unit:

Name: Emily Lund
Unit: Harris College of Nursing and Health Sciences (PhD Program Director)

Digitally signed by Lund, Emily

signawure: |_LIN(, Em”y Date: 2023.01.05 12:09:44 -06'00"
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