
GRADUATE COUNCIL: PROPOSAL FOR CHANGE IN EXISTING COURSE/PROGRAM

Originating Unit

Type of action:          change in course          

  Yes  

        

No 

Proposed code (list 2)        or 

Current CIP code: 

Does the change require a new or change in CIP code: 

If yes, what is the proposed new CIP code: 

*for reference please visit: nces.ed.gov/ipeds/cipcode/resources.aspx?y=56

 No 

Type of change requested:

   Yes          No

Is the program already considered TCU STEM:          Yes        

Does the change include a request to be a TCU STEM program:         

Semester and year course/program will take effect: 

Course instructional methodology: 

course component types: ugradcouncil.tcu.edu/forms/Course Component Types.pdf

Current name: 

Proposed name: 

Appropriate computer abbreviation (30 spaces or less):

Programs Only 
Current program code: 
(ex:EDCE-PHD) 

Number 

Description 

Drop Course 

Drop Program 

change in program 

Course Title

Prerequisite(s) Program 

Requirements 

Other, please specify
*A SACSCOC Drop Program Justification form will need to be completed

*



Description of change  (omit if dropping a course or program): 

Present Catalog Copy 



Proposed Catalog Copy: 



Supporting evidence or justification: 

Explain how the change(s) will affect the current outcomes and assessment mechanisms? 

Additional resources required
Faculty: 

Space: 

Equipment: 

Library: 

Financial Aid: 

Other:  



Change in teaching load:

Does this change affect any other units of the University?   Yes         No
If yes, submit supporting statement signed by chair of affected unit. 

If cross-listed, provide evidence of approval by all curriculum committees appropriate to both the originating and 
the cross-listed units. 

Chair of Originating Unit: 

Name: 

Unit: 

Signature: 
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	Untitled
	Untitled
	Untitled
	*A SACSCOC Drop Program Justification form will need to be completed

	unit: Biology
	course change: Off
	program change: Yes
	semester year: Summer 2022
	methodology: []
	current name: 
	proposed name: 
	proposed code 1: 
	proposed code 2: 
	current program code: BIOL-PHD
	change cip code yes: Off
	change cip code no: Yes
	current cip code: 
	new cip code: 
	computer abbreviation: 
	catalog present: Prerequisites for the Ph.D.:

1) Successful completion of the MS degree at TCU under the direction of a member of
the Biology faculty with an overall GPA of 3.0 or higher. At least 12 hours of
graduate coursework for the MS degree must be in Biology; these hours are in
addition to hours earned in BIOL 70980 and BIOL 70990.

2) Documented evidence indicating research productivity and the potential to complete
the requirements for a Ph.D. Evidence of research productivity should be submitted to
the Committee on Graduate Studies (COGS) and can include (but is not limited to)
publications in scientific journals or presentations at regional, national, or
international scientific meetings.

3) Completed application to the Ph.D. program including a statement of purpose and two
letters of recommendation from individuals who can comment on the student’s
potential for excellence in research and teaching.

4) Demonstrated ability to serve as a teaching assistant in undergraduate Biology
courses at TCU.
	catalog proposed: Prerequisites for the MA, MS, and Ph.D. degrees: A BA or BS degree in biology or closely-related field. Students with BA or BS degrees in other fields may be considered if they have completed 24 semester hours of biology including intermediate or advanced undergraduate courses in cellular and molecular biology, organismal biology, ecology, evolution, genetics, physiology, or microbiology (or their equivalents); however, they may be required to make up any deficiencies in their undergraduate preparations. The undergraduate GPA should be 3.0 or higher (on a 4.0 scale).

The GRE is not required. Any submitted GRE score is part of a holistic review of each application and official documents are required if scores are submitted for inclusion with the application.

As part of their professional training, full-time graduate students in biology with biology assistantships are required to participate in the undergraduate teaching function of the department. This requirement is met by assisting in undergraduate labs, giving laboratory instructions, leading seminars or discussion groups, and grading written assignments and exams.

	fac: None
	space: None
	equip: None
	lib: None
	aid: None
	other: 
	chair name: Giridhar Akkaraju
	chair unit: Biology
	other change specify: 
	number: Off
	title: Off
	derscription req: Off
	drop req: Off
	prereq: Yes
	requirements: Off
	STEM YES: Off
	STEM NO: Yes
	STEM 2 yes: Off
	STEM 2 NO: Yes
	description of change: Proposed Change: Biology proposes to expand the pool of applicants who are eligible to apply to the PhD program. The initial primary target audience for this program was students who were already enrolled in the MS program, and who had demonstrated potential for success in both teaching and research and had identified (with their research advisor) a promising dissertation topic that in most cases would be an extension of their MS thesis research.
	explanation: We anticipate no changes to the current outcomes and assessment mechanisms.
	evidence: By expanding the pool of eligible students, we will increase the quality and quantity of students applying to the program each year. The focus of the program is on training teacher-scholars; this means, that our target audience is students who are interested in both teaching and research for their careers and who are seeking training in all areas of science communication – written, oral, teaching, and outreach to the broader community.
	change yes: Off
	change  no: Yes
	other change: Off
	drop program: Off
	teaching load: None


