GRADUATE COUNCIL: PROPOSAL FOR CHANGE IN EXISTING COURSE/PROGRAM

Originating Unit
Type of action: change in course |[]| change in program
Type of change requested:
Number Course Title
Description Prerequisite(s) Program
Drop Course [1| Requirements
Drop Program* Other, please specify

*4 SACSCOC Drop Program Justification form will need to be completed

Semester and year course/program will take effect: Fall 2021

Course instructional methodology:

course component types: ugradcouncil.tcu.edu/forms/Course Component Types.pdf

Current name:

Proposed name:

Appropriate computer abbreviation (30 spaces or less):

Programs Only
Current program code:
ENGL-MA
(ex:EDCE-PHD)
Proposed code (list 2) or
Current CIP code: 23.0101
Does the change require a new or change in CIP code: Yes [[]| No

If yes, what is the proposed new CIP code:

*for reference please visit: nces.ed.gov/ipeds/cipcode/resources.aspx?y=56

Is the program already considered TCU STEM: Yes [[]| No

Does the change include a request to be a TCU STEM program: Yes |[] [ No




Description of change (omit if dropping a course or program):

Eliminate the requirement that MA students take the Introduction to Graduate Studies and the
Profession of English course. A separate proposal to drop the course from the catalog is attached.

Present Catalog Copy

The program requires at least 30 semester hours of credit approved by the director of graduate
studies in addition to any coursework required because of inadequate prerequisites. The 30 hours
include ENGL 60113 Introduction to Graduate Studies and the Profession of English and 6 hours for
a thesis and may include up to 9 hours for an approved minor or approved courses in a related field

or fields.



Proposed Catalog Copy:

The program requires at least 30 semester hours of credit approved by the director of graduate
studies in addition to any coursework required because of inadequate prerequisites. The 30 hours

include a thesis and may include up to 9 hours for an approved minor or approved courses in a
related field or fields.



Supporting evidence or justification:

» The Introduction to Graduate Studies and the Profession of English course does not fit all the
needs of our heterogeneous MA students. This requirement leads students to be slower to move
into content-rich classes that will help prepare students to write theses in a timely manner. Thus, the
required Introduction to Graduate Studies and the Profession of English course can slow progress
and lead to an increase in time to degree.

* Eliminating this required course brings the MA program into alignment with the changes we are
simultaneously proposing from the 2 PhD programs in the department. Absent the requirement that
PhD students take this class (as we propose to eliminate this requirement for the PhD programs),
there will not be sufficient demand to continue to run this class each year.

Explain how the change(s) will affect the current outcomes and assessment mechanisms?

Some assessment is currently done in connection with the currently required Introduction to
Graduate Studies and the Profession of English course. We have identified other courses in the
curriculum that can have new outcomes added to enable them to serve as assessment
mechanisms for our current program outcomes. Some of our current assessment is done by means
of evaluating theses and these remain unaffected by the program changes proposed here.

Additional resources required

Faculty: none

Space: none

Equipment: none

Library: none

Financial Aid: none

Other: none



Change in teaching load: none

Does this change affect any other units of the University? Yes No|[]
If yes, submit supporting statement signed by chair of affected unit.

If cross-listed, provide evidence of approval by all curriculum committees appropriate to both the originating and

the cross-listed units.
Chair of Originating Unit:

Name: Theresa Gaul

Unit: English Department

, ) Digitally signed by Gaul, Theresa
Signature: W G““Q Date: 2021.01.05 13:07:27 -06'00"
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