








From: Rode, Curt
To: Butler, Michael (Professor)
Subject: Fwd: Requesting the Computer Science Department"s Support for the AddRan Minor in "Digital Culture and Data Analytics"
Date: Tuesday, October 1, 2019 1:49:48 PM

Hey Mike:

Here’s the exchange I had with Donnell Payne last spring regarding COSC 10603. Would that suffice to confirm COSC’s support to include COSC 10603 in the minor?

Just let me know.

Curt

Curt Rode
TCU Department of English
Associate Director, TCU Center for Digital Expression
Director, Digital Culture & Data Analytics Minor
Associate Editor, descant
Faculty Advisor, eleven40seven
curtrode.com
cdex.tcu.edu
descant.tcu.edu
1147.tcu.edu

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Rode, Curt" <c.rode@tcu.edu>
Subject: Re: Requesting the Computer Science Department's Support for the AddRan Minor in "Digital Culture and Data Analytics"
Date: April 5, 2019 at 9:34:19 AM CDT
To: "Payne, Donnell" <d.payne@tcu.edu>
Cc: "Butler, Michael (Professor)" <m.butler@tcu.edu>

Hey Donnell:

That’s tremendous news. Thanks very much! 

In answer to your questions: Our broader goal is for no one course to carry the entire load for a core requirement.  For example, our Stats requirement has two
courses students can choose from. Our Multimedia Authoring requirement now has five.  Currently, our Data Analysis requirement only has GEOG 30323. The
addition of COSC 10603 will take a good deal of pressure off GEOG 30323, which is currently offered once a year. The Geography department is hoping to offer
GEOG 30323 more often thanks to their successful hire in Big Data this semester, but that remains to be seen. We’re also in an unusual jam in the Fall semester
because Kyle Walker who ordinarily teaches GEOG 30323 will be on paternity leave.  He will teach it again in Spring 2020.  

So, in terms of numbers, you might see several students from our program in the Fall, but those numbers should balance out starting Spring 2020. 

Would you mind sharing how often you originally planned to run COSC 10603, before I made my request?

Thanks again. I really appreciate your willingness to support our program.

Curt
    

Curt Rode
TCU Department of English
Associate Director, TCU Center for Digital Expression
Director, Digital Culture & Data Analytics Minor
Associate Editor, descant
Faculty Advisor, eleven40seven
curtrode.com
cdex.tcu.edu
descant.tcu.edu
1147.tcu.edu

On Apr 5, 2019, at 8:50 AM, Payne, Donnell <d.payne@tcu.edu> wrote:

Hi Curt,
Sorry for the oversight.

It sounds like COSC10603 would be good course to include and we would support that. Do you have any idea how many students to expect? Also,
would there be one semester that the number would be larger than the other?

Reason I'm asking -- We are just now trying to figure out when to offer the COSC10603 course.

Thank you,
Donnell 

From: Rode, Curt
Sent: Wednesday, April 3, 2019 9:25 AM
To: Payne, Donnell
Cc: Butler, Michael (Professor); Schoolmaster, Andrew
Subject: Re: Requesting the Computer Science Department's Support for the AddRan Minor in "Digital Culture and Data Analytics"
 
Hello again, Dr. Payne:

mailto:/O=TEXAS CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY/OU=TCU/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=CRODE
mailto:m.butler@tcu.edu
http://curtrode.com/
mailto:c.rode@tcu.edu
mailto:d.payne@tcu.edu
mailto:m.butler@tcu.edu
http://curtrode.com/
http://cdex.tcu.edu/
mailto:d.payne@tcu.edu


I’m writing again to follow up on my message from last week.  Would you mind AddRan's Digital Culture and Data Analytics (DCDA) minor including
COSC 10603: Introduction to Python for Data Analysis in its list of courses? COSC 10603 would be one of a couple of classes students could choose to
satisfy the Data Analytics (DA) core requirement for the minor.  As I note below, given the size of our minor and the fact that students will have
options, we don’t foresee any undue pressure on your course.

Please let me know your thoughts at your earliest convenience. 

Thanks very much for your time and consideration.

Curt

Curt Rode
TCU Department of English
Associate Director, TCU Center for Digital Expression
Director, Digital Culture & Data Analytics Minor
Associate Editor, descant
Faculty Advisor, eleven40seven
curtrode.com
cdex.tcu.edu
descant.tcu.edu
1147.tcu.edu

On Mar 27, 2019, at 11:41 AM, Rode, Curt <c.rode@tcu.edu> wrote:

Hello Dr. Payne:

How are you?  I’m the director of the AddRan interdisciplinary minor in Digital Culture and Data Analytics, and I’m writing you now to
request your approval as Chair of Computer Science to include COSC 10603: Introduction to Python for Data Analysis in the Data
Analytics (DA) portion of the minor.  Currently, we only have one course — GEOG 30323: Data Analysis and Visualization — which takes a
deep dive into Python, and we’d love to be able to offer COSC 10603 as an alternative. And given that students will still have the option to
take GEOG 30323, we don’t foresee any undue pressures on your course.  

For your convenience, I’ve included the DA Outcomes of the minor, which read:

Coding: Students will develop at least intermediate proficiency with at least one coding language used for spatial/statistical analysis
(STATA, R, Python)
Data Management and Manipulation: students will know how to find data, create datasets, manipulate and clean data, and create
new variables from pre-existing data sources.
Analysis and Statistics: Students will be able to choose and apply proper statistical methods for analysis and interpret the results of
their analysis.
Regression and Spatial Analysis: students will be able to use GIS and statistical software to explore patterns, relationships, and
processes.
Presentation of Data: Students will be able to present the results of their analysis in a variety of formats including: plots and graphs,
digital mapping and cartography, online data presentation formats.

When you have a moment, would you send me your thoughts about our including COSC 10603 in our minor?  And please let me know if
you have any questions or concerns.  Overall, we’re trying to facilitate students progress through the minor while still requiring they take
appropriately rigorous courses, and we’d very much appreciate your support.  

Thanks very much.  

Curt Rode

Curt Rode
TCU Department of English
Associate Director, TCU Center for Digital Expression
Director, Digital Culture & Data Analytics Minor
Associate Editor, descant
Faculty Advisor, eleven40seven
curtrode.com
cdex.tcu.edu
descant.tcu.edu
1147.tcu.edu
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